AGENDA

CITY OF VALPARAISO & VALPARAISO CABLE AUTHORITY JOINT MEETING
465 Valparaiso Parkway
Valparaiso, Florida
850-729-5402
February 10, 2014
6:00 pm

Invocation (Commissioner Hamilton)
Pledge of Allegiance (Mayor Arnold)

CITIZENS' CONCERNS (non-agenda items)
1. Resident

2. Non-resident

NEW AGENDA ITEMS

1. Added Agenda Items

2. Ordinance No. 652 Postponing the Effective Date of New Charter -----------===--- Attach 1
3. Plat 1 DocK Permits

4, Etc.

OLD BUSINESS

1. City Hall Roof Update

2. Dangerous Buildings Update
3. Etc.

REPORTS / CORRESPONDENCE / ANNOUNCEMENTS
TPO/DOT

Stormwater

Legal Activities

City Parks Update

Planning Commission Report

Median Beautification Update

Visioning Committee Update

Valparaiso one of the Top Ten Place to Live in Florida-----========-=====--=======--== Attach 2
Etc.

VoONOUThWNE=

ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS

1. Employee Bonus------======-===-====mcmmmsssmssomssoossommsomossoomoooomtoommommmoIm Attach 3
2. Minutes

3. Bills Payable

4. Etc.




ORDINANCE NO. 652

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY
OF VALPARAISO, FLORIDA AMENDING ORDINANCE NO.
648 SECTION 6, AND ATTACHMENT “A” OF THE
ORDINANCE, SPECIFICALLY ARTICLE IX, SEC. 2 -
EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE PROPOSED AMENDED CHARTER,
AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, when the City Commission adopted Ordinance 648, it set forth if
the amended charter where approved by a majority of the City of Valparaiso
electorate it would become effective on October 1, 2014, and

WHEREAS, the proposed amended charter attached to Ordinance 648 as
Attachment “A”, states in ARTICLE IX, Sec. 2 that the effective date upon approval
of a majority of the electorate of the proposed amended charter will become
effective on October, 1, 2014, and

WHEREAS, the City Commission via Ordinance 651 amended the date for
the proposed charter referendum from March 11, 2014 to August 26, 2014, to
coincide with the countywide Primary election to save on costs for the City, and

WHEREAS, if the proposed amended charter is adopted by a majority vote
of the city electorate, the City Commission believes it is in the best interest of the
City and its citizens that the effective date of the amended charter, if adopted,
should take effect six (6) months from approval to allow for an orderly
implementation of the charter amendments, and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF VALPARAISO, .
FLORIDA:

SECTION 1. The City Commission amends Ordinance 648 Section 6 to state:
“SECTION 6. In the event the foregoing proposal is approved by a majority of the

electors voting on the proposal, the following amended Charter for the City of Valparaiso
shall replace the existing Charter six (6) months after approval en-October1-2044.”

SECTION 2. The City Commission amends the proposed amended Charter
as attached to Ordinance 648, Article IX, Sec. 2 to state:

“Qec. 2. — Effective Date.

Upon approval of a majority of the electorate voting at a referendum of the revisions to
The City of Valparaiso Charter, this Charter will become effective six (6) months after

approval October1;2014

EFFECTIVE DATE
This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon adoption.

PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS __ DAY OF , 2014,
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These Are The 10 Safest Places In Florida

Of course that doesn't mean that there isn't any crime in Florida at all—in
fact, some places like Opa Locka and Florida City are downright unsafe. But
on the other end of the spectrum, there are places like the 10 below that are
veritable safe havens. How do we know? We got our facts straight from the
FBI. But more on that in a moment; for now, here are the 10 safest places in
Florida:

1. City of Parkland

2. City of Weston

3. City of Marco Island

4. City of Sanibel

5. City of Punta Gorda

6. Town of Longboat Key

7. Town of Bay Harbor Islands
7. City of Niceville

9. City of Valparaiso

10. City of Groveland

Just how safe is Parkland? And does Niceville really live up to its name? To
find out how Movoto Real Estate came up with this ranking of just what
makes these places the safest, read on. Or if you want to see where your city
ranked in the list, skip down to the bottom of the post for a more in-depth
ranking.

How Did We Make This Report?

In order to get this list of the 10 safest places in Florida, we looked at the
FBI's 2012 report of crime statistics. We selected the Florida cities and towns
with a population of 5,000 or more, which left us with 202 locations in total.
Then, we looked at each of these locations in terms of these three criteria:

« Property crime (theft, burglary, motor vehicle thefts)
+ Violent crime (rape, murder, assault)

. The chance a resident will be a victim of crime

For violent crime and property crime, we calculated the number
transgressions per resident. In order to determine a resident’s chances of
being the victim of a crime, we used the total number of crimes in a city.
Then, we ranked each city from one to 202 across these three criteria; the
lower the number, the better the score.

We then weighted the criteria with a greater emphasis placed on violent
crime, followed by property crime, and then, the chance a resident could be
the victim of a crime. In other words, violent crime made up 50 percent of our
ranking, property crime made up 30 percent, and a resident's chances of
being the victim of a crime made up 20 percent.

L rarar mavato. com/blog/ton-ten/safest-places-in-florida/
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To put that into perspective for you, consider this. There were 421,192 total
crimes reported in 2012 across all of the cities in our analysis. This means

that residents had a 1 in 22 chance of being the victim of any crime overall.
The good news is, most of these crimes were not violent crimes—about 87
percent of them were property theft, or 367,308 reported crimes.

Out of all of the places on our list, the one that ranked at the very bottom, the
most unsafe, was Florida City. This city had a total of 1,396 reported crimes,
for just 11,668 residents. This means that residents had a 1in 8 chance of
being the victim of a crime.

Now that we've taken a look at the least safe places on our list, let's continue
on to our 10 safest, starting with our No. 1, Parkland, Florida.

1. Parkland

Source: GoogleMaps

Out of more than 200 places on our list, Parkland came in as the safest. This
city of over 24,000 residents saw a mere 255 crimes total in 2012—only 20 of
which were violent.

As for the other 235 crimes in 2012, 73 percent of these property crimes
were theft—or 171 reported crimes. This was followed by 52 total reported
burglaries for the year.

Numbers like these were the reason Parkland placed, not only No. 1 for the
lowest chance of crime for residents; but No. T in our study overall.

- 2. Weston

e Lo Tbloe/top-ten/safest-places-in-florida/ 2/7/2014



These Are The 10 Safest Places In Florida

Source: Flickr user Milestone Management

With 67,452 residents, Weston is the largest city on our top 10. That being
said, it makes sense that this larger city should have a larger number of
reported crimes (723 total); but proportionally, Weston's safety is hard to
beat.

Out of their 723 crimes, only about 9 percent were violent crimes, and of
these 62 crimes, only two were murder or nonnegligent manslaughter. So
that's the good news. The bad news, and the reason Weston didn't rank
higher in our study, was for the number of reported burglaries (148) and
incidents of theft (493).

All told, though, residents in Weston only have a 1in 93 chance of being the
victim to any type of crime, easily making it one of the safest cities in the
Sunshine State.

3. Marco Island

Tt M mavoto com/blog/top-ten/ safest—places-in—ﬂorida/
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Source: Flickr user miamism

Marco Island made our list for its impressively low number of crimes
overall—228 total—and in particular, its low number of violent crimes. In fact,
Marco lsland reported zero incidents of murder, violent robbery, or arson last
year, and just one incident of rape, and 11 aggravated assaults.

Sure, this doesn't exactly sound pleasant, but considering this city's
population of 16,985, this number is very low. In fact, Marco Island residents
only had a 1in 74 chance of being the victim of any crime at allin 2012,
placing it as No. 6 in this criterion.

4. Sanibel

Source: Flickr user Alex Bellink

e e o T oo/top-ten/safest-places-in-florida/ 2/7/2014



These Are The 10 Safest Places In Florida

Located on Sanibel Island, our No. 4 city is literally an island of safety among
Florida cities. With a population of less than 7,000, Sanibel ranked high on
our list for just 114 total reported crimes last year—only three of which were
violent crimes, and of those three, all were aggravated assault.

As with most places on our list, the majority of property crime was theft, with
76 total reported for 2012.

Of course with such a small population, each crime reported weighs more
heavily. For example, residents in Sanibel have a 1 in 59 chance of being the
victim of a crime, which sounds downright scary compared to our No. 1 city,
Parkland's odds of just 1in 97.

5. Punta Gorda

Source: Wikipedia user Wknight94

This city in Charlotte County reported only 11 violent crimes in 2012—pretty
impressive considering Punta Gorda has a population of almost 17,000
people. Of those violent crimes, four were robberies and seven were
aggravated assault. Granted, these are still violent crimes, but kudos to Punta
Gorda for not scoring anything worse.

Punta Gorda had 278 reported property crimes in 2012, nearly all of them,
2923 to be precise, being theft. All told, residents in Punta Gorda had a 1 in b6
chance of being involved in a crime. Compare that to, say, Panama City
Beach where residents have a 1in 9 chance of being involved in a crime, and
you'll see why Punta Gorda made it to the top of our list.

6. Longboat Key

o o ton-ten/safest-places-in-florida/
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Source: Wikipedia user Ebyabe

With just two violent crimes and 123 crimes involving property reported in
2012, Longboat Key made it to the top of our list—and ranked as one of the
safest in terms of violent crime in particular.

Of the 123 property crimes, 17 were burglaries and the rest were theft—which
means there were no reports car theft for the entire year of 2012. To put that
into perspective, just take a look at Arcadia, with roughly the same population
as Longboat Key (just over 7,000). In Arcadia, there were 85 burglaries, 106
cases of theft and three motor vehicles stolen. Looking good, Longboat Key.

7. Bay Harbor Islands

Source: Googlemaps

" The No. 7 spot on our list was given to two cities: Bay Harbor Island and

. Niceville. Bay Harbor Island had only 71 reported crimes in all of 2012, only

" seven of which were violent. Of course, this is one of the smallest towns in {
our top 10—with just over 5800 residents, but even proportionally, this town

e oo top-ten/safest-places-in-florida/ 2/7/2014
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outside of Miami is very safe. For example, residents here only have a 1in 82
chance of being involved in any type of crime.

Just a short drive away in Miami, on the other hand, residents havea 1in 15
chance of being involved in a crime, making it one of the least safest cities on
our list.

7. Niceville

Source: Flickr user I'll Never Grow Up

Just as the name suggests, Niceville really is one of the nicest cities in
Florida. With a population of over 13,000, this kind little city had just 212 total
crimes in 2012—14 were violent and 198 were theft-related. To break this
down further, of those violent crimes, two were rape, two were robbery, and
10 were aggravated assault.

Of the property-related crimes, the vast majority, 87 percent, were theft,
followed by burglary at 10 percent, or 20 reported incidents. All told, residents
have a 1 in 62 chance of being involved in any type of crime in
Niceville—hence the name.

9. Valparaiso

e am/blog/ton-ten/safest-places-in-florida/ 2/7/2014
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Source: Googlemaps

With just a 1 in 92 chance of being involved in crime for residents, it is no
wonder Valparaiso made our top 10. Certainly the smallest city on our list,
with just over 5,100 residents, Valparaiso had only 56 reported crimes in
2012—seven of which were violent, and of those, zero were forcible rape or
murder.

Once again, of the reported property crimes, the vast majority were
larceny/theft—71 percent to be precise—the rest being car theft (three) and
burglary (11.)

10. Groveland

Source: Wikipedia user Ebyabe

With just 144 reported crimes in 2012, Groveland comes in as the final city on
our list. This city of nearly 9,000 people had only 11 reported violent crimes in
2072—two robberies and nine aggravated assaults. Of their property crimes,
80 were theft, 46 were burglaries, and seven were motor vehicle theft.

Tt /s mavata com/hloo/ton-ten/safest-places-in-florida/ 2/7/2014
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All told, residents have justa 1 in 62 chance of being involved in crime in
Groveland, making it significantly safer than our least safe city, Florida City,
where your chances are just 1 in 8. So good job, Groveland!

Crime Scene: Do Not Enter

Now that we've covered all of our safest cities in Florida, here's a quick
rundown of the places you should probably steer clear of. As previously
mentioned, the place that ranked the lowest on our list was Florida City,
where there were not only a lot of total crimes (1,396), but of those, 242 were
violent crimes. Just slightly safer (which isn't saying much) was Opa Locka,
with 1,706 total crimes and a population of just under 16,000. That means
residents have a 1 in 9 chance of being involved in a crime here.

All told, the places that ranked the lowest were: Florida City, Opa Locka, Lake
City, Cocoa, and Lake Park.

Featured Image Source: Flickr user TimothyJ

Who is Movoto Real Estate, you might ask? Movoto is a national online real estate brokerage. Our blog has
been recognized for its unique approach to city-based research by major news organizations around the world

such as Forbes, CBS News, and The New York Times.
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Valparaiso Community Library

459 Valparaiso Parkway Valparaiso, Florida 32580 850-729-5406

03 February 2014

Mayor Arnold/Commissioners:

This letter concerns Emily Ruff, Youth Services Librarian at the Library., Ms. Ruff was
promoted to full time on October 01, 2013. She has completed 90 days of full time
employment and is eligible for a pay increase. An employee review was submitted to
city hall with an $11.24 hourly pay rate. This pay increase was not approved by the
Mayor since it was a 28% pay increase. However, Emily has demonstrated her ability to
fulfill her designated duties with the highest professionalism since she began working
for the city in September 2011. Her programs are far superior to any of the Youth
Services Directors working within the Okaloosa Public Library Cooperative libraries.
While the other libraries offer bi-monthly and a weekly program, Emily averages over
20 programs per month for children, tweens and teens. Her programs have attracted a
large number of participants and have vastly increased the library’s circulation. Emily is
the only Youth Service Librarian in the county library’s system with a master’s degree in
Library Science.

After talking with Mayor Arnold, it was agreed upon to give Emily a one time
performance bonus of $1,000. This request will be on the February commission agenda.

If you need any additional information, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

4‘//
l"
.

David Weatherford
Library Director




